
Dear Superintendents: 

Governor Inslee just announced a proclamation (watch the press conference here) that requires 

all school districts to provide all K–12 students with the opportunity to receive at least two days 

per week of in-person learning (they may be partial or full days) no later than April 19. We have 

published a Q&A document that you may find helpful and can be shared with your 

communities.  

Following is a high-level summary: 

• Our students are navigating mental and behavioral health crises at staggering rates, 

many of them feeling isolated and disconnected from their peers, mentors, and 

educators. 

• Our students are also disengaging from their learning, with large increases in absences 

and in the percentage of students receiving no credit for their courses. 

• Schools will still be required to follow all mandatory health and safety requirements by 

the Department of Health and the Department of Labor & Industries. 

• By April 19, at least 30% of each student’s average weekly instructional hours must be 

provided in-person (unless the student and their family chooses to learn fully remotely). 

Each student must have an opportunity to learn in-person at least two days per week. 

These may be partial or full days. 

• Districts are required to phase-in in-person learning by the following dates: 

o By April 5, all students in grades K–6 (that have not already been) must be 

provided with an opportunity to engage in in-person learning. 

o By April 19, all students in grades K–12 (that have not already been) must be 

provided with an opportunity to engage in in-person learning. 

• All school districts must continue to work to exceed the 30% minimum in-person 

instructional hours, and they must reach the maximum capacity and frequency of in-

person learning they can provide – following all health and safety requirements – as 

soon as possible. 

Please note: We know that for most of you, you will not be able to offer full-time in-person 

learning for all of your students until there is a change to the 6-foot physical distancing 

requirement. The Department of Health and Governor’s Office have heard you and they know 

this is an issue. The CDC is expected to make an announcement related to distance 

requirements in schools soon, which may cause DOH to change their guidance. At this time, 

there is no change to the requirement. 

To close, I want to acknowledge that today marks one year since the Governor first ordered the 

closure of school facilities in King, Snohomish, and Pierce counties. A statewide announcement 

came the following day. The past year has been challenging. I have said since day one that there 

was no training manual for this. Each of you have navigated the past year with your head and 

your heart, bringing your community to the decision-making table, intentionally opening up 

two-way communication channels, building partnerships with your local health officers, and 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2021031361&autoStartStream=true
https://twitter.com/waOSPI/status/1370560256414253056/photo/1
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/FallGuidanceK-12.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Employer-Health-and-Safety-Requirements-for-School-Scenarios.pdf


doing everything you could to continue the excellent education that you provide – no matter 

where the “classroom” was.  

I am proud to work alongside you, and our students are better because of your leadership. 

Chris 

 


